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WASHINGTON: Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced               today that the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee               has approved $2 million for a new parking garage at the Fitchburg               Intermodal Center and $250,000 for commuter rail facility improvements               in North Leominster. Rep. Olver is a member of the Appropriations               subcommittee on Transportation and included the funding in the FY'01               House Transportation Appropriation bill. The bill is expected to               be considered by the full Appropriations Committee and the House               of Representatives later this month. A final House-Senate reconciled               version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2000, the beginning               of the Fiscal Year 2001.

Through his position on the Appropriations Committee, Olver was               able to secure over $10 million in Transportation earmarks for the               1st Congressional District.

"Commuter rail service is extremely important to the hundreds of               North Central residents who work in the metro-Boston area. As the               housing market continues to boom in this region, accessible public               transportation is a considerable advantage for the communities of               Fitchburg and Leominster," Olver said.

"This funding will ensure that residents have more access to public               transportation which ultimately provides more opportunities for               both the residents and the communities," Olver continued.

The Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART) has proposed               building a garage facility for approximately 400 cars which would               be located next to the Fitchburg Intermodal Center. Currently, there               is limited parking available for commuters who use the rail service.               The proposal includes commuter related commercial space, such as               a restaurant, van center, taxi operations, and a shopping facility.               MART is coordinating the development of the garage with the Fitchburg               Redevelopment Authority's effort for revitalizing downtown Fitchburg.

In addition, the $250,000 for the commuter rail facility improvements               in North Leominster will be used to complete Phase II of this project.               Last year, Congressman Olver secured $250,000 to assist MART acquire               property adjacent to the commuter rail line in North Leominster               for the creation of a park-and-ride facility. This additional funding               will allow MART to develop a graded parking lot by demolishing the               existing structure and paving the lot. The funding will also be               used for lighting and safety features for the lot.
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